
 
 
 
 

2010 Round 2 Grants Committee 
Thursday 16 December at 11.00 am 

In the 6th Floor Council Chamber - Churchill House 
 
 
Members: 
Prof JM Hunter (Liverpool)  Chair and representing BJA/RCoA 
Prof DG Lambert (Leicester)  NIAA and BJA Grants Officer 
 
Dr P Clyburn (Cardiff)   Representing Anaesthesia/AAGBI 
Dr D Bogod (Nottingham)  Representing Anaesthesia/AAGBI 
Dr J Hardman (Nottingham)  Representing BJA/RCoA 
Professor RP Mahajan (Nottingham) Representing BJA/RCoA 
Dr P Alston (Edinburgh)  Representing ACTA (via Skype) 
Dr M Nathanson (Nottingham) Representing NASGBI 
Dr C Cooper (Nottingham)  Representing SEA UK 
Dr C Snowden (Newcastle)  Representing VASGBI 
Dr J Pandit (Oxford)   Representing DAS 
Mr D Whitfield   Lay Member, PLG, RCoA 
 
In attendance: 
Miss C Bunnell    NIAA Administration Officer 
Dr I Moppett (Nottingham)  BJA Grants Officer from 2011  
    
 

 
M I N U T E S 

 
2010/R2/01  WELCOME 
The Chairman welcomed members to the meeting for Round Two of the 2010 Grants 
Committee. 
 
2010/R2/02  APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Dr K Forrest (Leeds) who arranged for Dr C Cooper 
(Nottingham) to represent SEA UK. 
 
 
 

1 
 



2010/R2/03  DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 
Committee members were reminded to declare any conflicts of interest. 

 
2010/R2/04 CONSIDERATION OF ANAESTHESIA/AAGBI and BJA/RCoA ‘SMALL 

PROJECT GRANTS’ PRESENTED BY DRs D BOGOD AND J HARDMAN 
 
Twelve applications received in total 
A sum of £156,212.92 requested 
Five awards made to the value of £72,868.83  
One award made to the value of £3,995.00 (ARS) 
 
Funded Projects 
 
Dr Nandor Marczin (London) 
Preliminary assessment of frailty in cardiac surgery (definition, prevalence and impact on 
neutrophil activation) 
Funded to the requested cost of £15,000 
 
Dr Ahilanandan Dushianthan (Southampton) 
Pulmonary surfactant in adult patients with acute respiratory distress syndrome 
Funded to the requested cost of £15,000 
 
Dr Simon James Davies (York) 
Prognostic markers of outcome in infra-inguinal revascularisation: a prospective 
observational pilot study 
Funded to the requested cost of £13,098.83  
 
Dr Roman Cregg (London) 
Contribution of non-nociceptive neurons to pain signalling and phenotype 
Funded to the cost of £13,691.00. This was funded at a reduced rate at the committee did 
not wish to contribute to MSc course fees. 
 
Dr Roger Eltringham (Gloucestershire) 
Suitability of oxygen concentrators for use with the Diamedica Portable Anaesthesia system 
(DPA 01) 
Funded to the requested cost of £14, 854.00  
 
Dr Daniel Conway (Manchester) 
A comparison of minimally and non-invasive cardiac output during abdominal surgery 
Funded to the requested cost of £3,995.00 
It was agreed that this award would be funded by the ARS. 
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2010/R2/05 CONSIDERATION OF ANAESTHESIA/AAGBI ‘FELLOWSHIPS’ 
PRESENTED BY DR P CLYBURN 

 
Six applications received in total 
A sum of £689,766.12 requested  
One award made to the value of £143,419 
 
Funded Project 
 
Dr Tonny Veenith (Cambridge) 
Mechanisms, spatial distribution and temporal pattern of energy failure following head 
injury 
Funded to the request of £143,419 
 
 
2010/R2/06 CONSIDERATION OF ACTA ‘PROJECT GRANTS’ PRESENTED BY DR P 

ALSTON 
 
Ten applications received in total 
A sum of £81,957.93 requested 
One award made to the value of £8,242.00  
 
Funded Project 
 
Dr Jayant Pratap 
Pilot study of near-infrared reflectance spectroscopy in children’s heart surgery 
Funded to the request of £8,242.00 
 
2010/R2/07 CONSIDERATION OF NASGBI ‘PROJECT GRANTS’ PRESENTED BY DR 

M NATHANSON 
 
Two applications received in total 
A sum of £19,668.40 requested 
One award made to the value of £9,992.00 
 
Funded Project 
 
Dr John Andrzejowski 
A pilot study of bilateral bis monitoring (BBIS) after subarachnoid haemorrhage: will it help 
to diagnose vasospasm? 
Funded to the request of £9,992.00 
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2010/R2/08 CONSIDERATION OF SEA UK ‘PROJECT GRANT’ PRESENTED BY DR C 
COOPER 

One application received in total 
A sum of £10,000 requested 
No awards were made. 
 

2010/R2/09 CONSIDERATION OF VASGBI ‘PROJECT GRANTS’ PRESENTED BY DR C 
SNOWDEN 

One application received in total 
A sum of £6,984.00 requested 
No awards were made. 
 
2010/R2/10 CONSIDERATION OF DAS ‘PROJECT GRANTS’ PRESENTED BY DR J 

PANDIT 
 
The Chair was absent from the room for the beginning of this item due to potential COI with 
the Liverpool application (Charters). 
 
One application received in total 
A sum of £10,000 requested 
One award made to the value of £10,000 
 
 
Funded Project 
 
Dr Peter Charters 
A new approach to predicting difficult tracheal intubation 
Funded to the request of £10,000 
 
2010/R2/11 CONSIDERATION OF BJA/RCoA ‘PhD STUDENTSHIPS’ PRESENTED BY 

PROFESSOR R MAHAJAN 
 
Professor Lambert and Dr Pandit left the room for the duration of this item. 
 
Seven applications received in total 
A sum of £497,758.00 requested 
Two awards made to the value of £135,487 
 
Funded Projects 
 
Dr Lesley Colvin  
Antioxidant protection in mitochondria in chemotherapy-induced neuropathic pain 
Funded to the request of £67,716 
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Professor David Lambert 
Characterisation of fentanyl based bivalent opioids 
Funded to the request of £67,771 
 
2010/R2/12  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
(i) The Chair formally thanked Mr D Whitfield, who was now near the end of his term as 

PLG representative, for his dedicated work as lay representative on the NIAA Grants 
Committee as well as for his work across the College. The Chair spoke highly of the 
role and of its importance in ensuring that the applications which were approved 
were ethically sound. Committee members echoed this, observing that the presence 
of a lay member offered reassurance both to the committee and to applicants and 
was an indicator of the rigour of the process. 

 
(ii) The Chair requested that the Grants Officer explore the possibility of upgrading the 

MSCentral software to enable committee members to view all applications and 
reviews on the system, so avoiding the need for tabling substantial amounts of 
paperwork. 

 
Action:   NIAA Grants Officer 

 
 

(iii) The Grants Officer asked colleagues to take into account the Government’s recent 
decision to increase tuition fees and the implications of this when estimating 
costings for awards such as the AAGBI / Anaesthesia Research Fellowships and BJA / 
RCoA PhD studentships. 

 
(iv) The Grants Officer confirmed that specialist societies would receive an email before 

the end of the year inviting them to participate in 2011 Round 1. It was noted that 
representation was expected from the Association of Paediatric Anaesthetists of 
Great Britain and Ireland and ARS. 

 
(v) The Chair formally thanked the Grants Officer for all his hard work in managing the 

review process for this round and for taking the work of the Grants Committee from 
strength to strength. 

 

The meeting closed at 3.20 pm 
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